Transposed Score

Ethan Resnik

Lighthearted Allusions

For Flute, Clarinet in B-flat, Alto Saxophone, Trombone, Percussion, Two Guitars, and Piano

(Fall, 2022)

Duration: ¢. 7 mins.



First Performance:

Tacet(i) Ensemble, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre,
December 22, 2022, Bangkok, Thailand

Instrumentation:

Flute

Clarinet in B-flat

Alto Saxophone

Trombone

Percussion (Suspended Cymbal, Vibraphone, Triangle, Glockenspiel)
Guitar 1

Guitar 2

Piano (or Keyboard Synthesizer)

Movement 1: Thorny and Over the Top (c. 2 mins., 30 sec.)
Movement 2: “Scales” (c. 2 mins.)
Movement 3: Performance Aht (c. 2-3 mins.)

Program Notes:

I wrote this piece because I wanted to challenge myself by making use of what some of my past composition teachers told me
to avoid, and recontextualizing it into a lighthearted and humorous setting. The piece reflects upon my journey as a composer, alluding
to my own strengths and weaknesses as a student of the past, present, and future.

The work is in three movements. The first depicts a student composer, such as myself, adding extended techniques as they are
discovered, and as a result, the movement has a sense of awkwardness, suggesting that the student learned the technique and did not
know how to use it in context. Further, there are overly-complicated sections that are difficult to play. The second movement presents
some 20th-Century music clichés, used in both subtle and obvious ways. The third movement is about performance art.



Performance Notes:

Guidelines for Everyone
The score is transposed.

Tenutos indicate that notes should be played with emphasis and held for their full values.
A brief pause between movements is recommended.
A conductor is strongly recommended.

First Movement

For virtuosic passages, such as Rehearsal A, I was heavily inspired by the second movement of Carter’s “Eight Etudes and a Fantasy,”
and I am aiming to capture a similar vibe. Please perform this movement at or above tempo, or else it misses the point. It’s better to
miss some notes than to play the movement under tempo.

Second Movement
Please make the whole-tone scales, octatonic scales, and quartal/quintal harmony as obvious as possible. Emphasize the minor ninths

as well.

Third Movement

This is supposed to be as funny as possible, without it being immediately obvious to the audience. In other words, the audience should
feel the need to laugh and should wonder if laughing is appropriate, not knowing if the “funny” vocal sounds are serious or not. It
would be good if they end up laughing, though!

This movement mostly uses vocal sounds. “Ah” sounds should be an “ 4 ”” sound, as in “honor” or “omnipresent.” Every time after a
performer says “Ah!”, the performer should leave their mouth hanging open. However, if masks are being worn, this does not need to
happen.

If the notehead falls in the middle of the staff, the performers should use their comfortable speaking-voice register. If the notehead
falls above or below the staff, it should be higher or lower, respectively. Noteheads with arrows indicate the highest or lowest pitch

possible. Every notehead is “Ah” unless instructed otherwise.

Performers are asked to stand up when reciting multiple sentences and then immediately sit back down.



Guidelines for Each Instrument

Flute: Jet Whistle
o 7\
Jet whistle: E Arrows indicate pitch direction.
Pitch Bend: ~T—
Slap Tongue: %
Flutter tongue (flz.): ord. = cancels flz.
% ord.
Clarinet:
Pitch bend: %

growl  ord.

Growl: % ord. = cancels growl

Alto Saxophone:
Multiphonic fingering:

(diagram from scribd.com, Markowski, The Cave You Fear)



Trombone:
A straight mute is needed.

growl ord.

Growl: % ord. = cancels growl

=

Percussion:
- For suspended cymbal rolls, soft yarn mallets should be used.
- L.v. open ties indicate that the sound should sustain.

Guitars:

Harmonics have diamond noteheads and are at written pitch, without the guitar transposition. For example, in measure 3, the Guitar 1
harmonic should be A440.

The guitars may use microphones, if needed.

For snap pizzicatos, forcefully pluck the string and let the sound resonate for as long as the rhythmic durations indicate.

Strum

Strummed: %

~——— | ~—

'ﬁo<::

Open ties indicate that the sound should sustain.

Piano / Keyboard Synthesizer:
Strum lower strings with the back of the hand (if a keyboard synthesizer, gliss on keys).

When indicated “Strum lower strings,” the performer should quickly move the back of their hand against the lower strings, while
keeping the damper pedal held down until indicated.
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II1. Performance Aht
(leave mouth open) Mt.. . . a tempo

Unintentionally funny

= ¢. 100-12! - . ”Ah”i
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Alto Sax. |Hes—£ = = & - & X——=  — & i —5—4
O f 7 = - f
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r = . R
Ton. X% —— i = R e | A 3% R R VAR S SR = |
C = 3 I I % I Irl I 3 1S 3 .I y I ]
p Jo—f If mf < f
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18 "Ah" c. 4-6 sec.
8 — "Ah" "Ah" "Ah"
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17 =~ ~ "Ah" Moan (of pleasure) Scream out loud c. 4-6 sec. Scream out loud
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"Maybe, I phone on backpack or

250 Clap cool paper keys.” Moan (of pleasure) "Ah"
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Hum while quickly
31 sticking tongue in and out, c. 8-12 sec.
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2 I THOUGH NOW HAMBURGER
P UNCONTROLLED!" ~
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