Ethan Resnik

Will-O’-The-Wisp

For Flute and Viola

(2022)

Duration: c. 5 mins.




Program Notes:

Will-O’-The-Wisp is a work that depicts a peculiar atmospheric light that appears over lakes or
ponds at night, however the title can also be interpreted as a non-mysterious light. Throughout
people’s lives, they may see strange things at twilight or in darkness and interpret them in
different ways.

As a young child, one might experience something in nature, such as an illuminating firefly or an
animal sound, and associate it with something paranormal or science fiction. However, an adult,
with more experience, may be able to realize or infer what the light was or find a more
reasonable explanation than they would have as a child. In this way, the work aims to evoke how
our perceptions of things change, particularly those which are not always clear at the surface.

Performance Notes:

Flute:
- Pitch bends may begin slightly before they are indicated, at the performer’s discretion.
- Arrows indicate the gradual addition of flutter-tongue.

Viola:

- This piece requires the use of a mute (con sord.), and the viola should have the mute on before
the piece begins.

- sul pont. = near the bridge
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