
Transposed Score

Ethan Resnik

Compulsions

for Oboe, Bassoon, Percussion, Harp, Viola, and Double Bass

(April - May, 2022)

Duration: c. 5-6 mins.



First Performance:
American Modern Ensemble, Mostly Modern Festival, Arthur Zankel Music Center,
June 17, 2022

Instrumentation:
- Oboe
- Bassoon
- Percussion (Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, Marimba, Snare Drum, Mark Tree Chimes)
- Harp
- Viola
- Double Bass

Program Notes:
Compulsions is a work that represents the challenges of living with anxiety and OCD. To a
certain extent, dealing with these issues and recognizing the extent of how they interfere with
daily activities is difficult. As a result, this leads to frustration, obsessive thoughts, and repetitive
tendencies, causing additional apprehension and dwindling time. This piece aims to evoke a
sense of serenity while expressing the challenges of anxiety.

Performance Notes:
- The score is transposed.

- All feathered beams have a duration of approximately one half note. The number of notes
within each feathered beam is imprecise.

- Open ties, or l.v., indicate that the sound should sustain.

- Tenuto marks emphasize and elongate note values.

Oboe:
- Pitch bends are always played towards an indefinite pitch.

Bassoon:
- Articulation is especially important.



Percussion:
- For the suspended cymbal, “Scrape,” indicates that the player should scrape the cymbal with a
firm object, preferably metal, such as a triangle stick or a coin. The physical duration of each
scrape should be proportional to the note value, however the sound should still ring. Soft, yarn
mallets should be used for the suspended cymbal rolls, and the sound should always sustain at
the end of each roll.

- For the triangle, the sound should sustain, and it is preferable that the sound is not dampened.

- For the marimba, two or four mallets may be used.

Harp:
- The sound should sustain and dampen freely, at the performer’s discretion.

Viola:
- Pizzicatos are proportional to their note values. For example, an eighth-note pizzicato is shorter
than a dotted quarter-note pizzicato.

- sul pont. = near the bridge
-ord. = cancels sul pont.

Double Bass:
- Pizzicatos are proportional to their note values. For example, an eighth-note pizzicato is shorter
than a dotted quarter-note pizzicato.

- Pizzicatos with glissandi are always played towards an indefinite pitch, and the sound should
sustain.

- sul pont. = near the bridge
- ord. = cancels sul pont.
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Oœ# Oœ Ȯ Oœ# Oœ Oœ Ȯnb
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