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Snow Pond Overture

for Orchestra

(2019)
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Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

3 Clarinets 1n B-flat
Bass Clarinet in B-flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in B-flat
3 Trombones (Trombone 3 may be played by a euphonium)

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1: Glockenspiel (performer only plays glock.)
Percussion 2: Snare Drum, Crash Cymbals, Bass Drum

Percussion 3: Triangle Mark Tree Chimes, Suspended Cymbial,
Gong (a tam-tam may alternatively be used)

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

Transposed Score




World Premiere:

New England Music Camp Symphony Orchestra, New England Music Camp, Snow Pond
Center for the Arts, August 4th, 2019

Program Notes:

Picture yourself alongside a serene lake surrounded by forests. The smell of damp leaves and wood
fills the air as fog mists over the water. These were familiar scenes of New England Music Camp at
the Snow Pond Center for the Arts, where I enjoyed six summers and made some of my best friends.

My composition was inspired by the beauty and unforgettable memories that I experienced at
NEMC.

After most evening activities and concerts at NEMC, campers and faculty put their arms around each
other and sang “Peace of the River.” Seeing how music brings people together really inspires me. I
quote this song several times, the first in the opening two bars. There is a hidden section where the
melody is backwards, which represents that NEMC is now in my past. Because it was the camp’s
83rd season, my piece is 83 measures long with a tempo of 83.

The morning and evening reveille calls are written in the trumpets, one playing slightly after the
other, which represents the bugle echoing over the hill.

Seeing the maestro conduct my piece in one of his final concerts before his retirement was such a

memorable experience, as it was also my last summer at NEMC. When I reflect upon this magical
place, I am filled with nostalgia.

Performance Notes:

The piece does not need to be played strictly in tempo. The tempo may be stretched.

The notes with tenuto marks should be played with more emphasis and should be held for their full
values.

Some of the hairpin crescendos and diminuendos do not have an end dynamic mark. The performers
should crescendo or diminuendo from the most recent dynamic level.

The Percussion 1 player should have one of the crash cymbals mounted, so that the player could
quickly crash the cymbals with one hand and switch to the bass drum part, holding the bass drum
mallet in the other hand.

In the percussion parts, the triangle, crash cymbals, suspended cymbal, and gong always sustain
without a specific rhythmic duration. In the Percussion 1 crash cymbals part, there should be more
emphasis on the crashes with the “laissez vibrer” open ties.

At Rehearsal 64, in the violin tremolos, the slurs indicate phrasing, instead of bowing.

Play with passion and emotion.
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