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Instrumentation

Flute

Clarinet in B-flat (or Clarinet in A if requested)
Soprano Voice

Violin

Violoncello

Piano

Program Notes

“You might as well live” is a musical setting of the poem “Resumé” by Dorothy Parker. The
piece aims to evoke the dark, disturbing, and ironic qualities within the text, as well as a feeling
of unease, emptiness, or perhaps something unreachable. The music is mapped onto each of the
two quatrains and emphasizes the poetic structure, declamation, rhyme scheme, and emotions
that the poem elicits.

“Resumé¢” by Dorothy Parker
Razors pain you,

Rivers are damp;

Acids stain you;

And drugs cause cramp.

Guns aren’t lawful;
Nooses give;

Gas smells awful,

You might as well live.

Analysis of the poem:
https://www.litcharts.com/poetry/dorothy-parker/resume


https://www.litcharts.com/poetry/dorothy-parker/resume

Performance Notes

The score is transposed.

Flute and Clarinet
Lines between noteheads indicate pitch bends.
Air noise - sounds like wind or breathing

flz. - flutter-tongue
ord. - cancels flutter-tongue

Voice

The work is not limited to the soprano voice type. The vocal line could be sung freely, with some
rubato.

Violin and Violoncello

Overpressure - a la Saariaho, dense, scratchy sound.

col legno - ricochet/jeté sound, like a skittering crab or skeleton bones

Piano
Square noteheads indicate piano clusters. Some are to be played by forcefully striking keys,
while others by hitting the low strings with the palm of hand. I am looking for a loud, stinging

harsh sound.
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