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Instrumentation 
 

- Violin 

- Violoncello 

- Piano 

 
Program Notes 
 

“Drifting Light” was composed in response to “Bending Light,” an exhibition at the Bermuda 

National Gallery by surf photographer Seth de Roulet. The images reflect Roulet’s background 

as a surfer and evoke characteristics of waves, the ocean, landscapes, and the natural world. 

While not all of the images consist of wave crests, I feel that they allude to water and surfing in 

some way. I was also interested in examining his photographs that aren’t of waves. 

 

Additionally, I have a strong synesthetic association between color and sound. All of the 

photographs are in black and white, and while writing the work, I envisioned colors in his 

photographs and “added” them, painting them with sound. 

 

There are three instruments, one for each of the three primary colors that the human eye can 

see. They blend together to add color to a black and white canvas. 

 

Composed For the Bermuda Piano Trio, commissioned by the Bermuda National Gallery. Thank you so 

much for the generous sponsorship to bring this project to life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
First Performance 
 

Bermuda Piano Trio (Cassandra Leshchyshyn, violin, Isaiah Pennington, cello, and Anne 

Marshall, piano); Bermuda National Gallery, Hamilton, Bermuda, May 15th, 2025 

 

Performance Notes 

 

The piece may be played with rubato and not strictly in tempo. 

 

For the boxed notation, there is a lot of flexibility and room for interpretation. This aims to 

provide specks of color, pointillistic, sparkling gestures, and a live response to the gallery. 

 

The ideas are represented spatially in these sections, with a general layout of where each sound 

occurs. 

 

Large arrows indicate to repeat a gesture in succession. 

 

Violin / Violoncello 

col legno = col legno battuto/gettato (violoncello) - unmeasured ricochet sound 

ord. = cancels sul pont. or col legno 

For pizz. with open ties, the sound may sustain as long as possible. 

Small arrows indicate bowing changes (sul pont. to ord., etc.). 

For harmonic glisses, I imagine a nasal sound with these pitches or with similar pitches. 

“Seagull effect” - do not need to begin on a specific pitch - aim to sound like seagulls/laser 

beams! 

 

Piano 

Pedal freely 

Open ties / l.v. - let the sound sustain 

 

Composers that influenced this work 

- Lili Boulanger 

- Jennifer Higdon 

- George Crumb 

 

For any questions, feel free to contact Ethan at ethresnik@gmail.com. 

mailto:ethresnik@gmail.com
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